52                   A LITERARY MAN'S POLITICAL  EXPERIENCES
R.K. Pandurangan, brother of R.K. Kannan, came to the party through trade
union work, A good Marxist scholar he served as a trade union worker in Mettur
and Coimbatore. He was imprisoned in 1948. On his release two years later, he
joined the editorial group of Janasakthi. Owing to serious differences with the
party leadership he returned to Coimbatore in 1952. He is at present vice-
chairman of the Coimbatore municipal corporation.
N.V. Giri (Vriddagiri), a native of South Arcot district, was, next to me, the
youngest member of the editorial group of Janasakthi. When the party lay
under a ban, Giri remained outside and served secretly. He too has translated
many works into Tamil. Because of differences with the party leadership, Giri
went to Delhi and served on Soviet Nadu. He returned to Madras when the
office of the journal was shifted there. He wanted to stay in Madras perma-
nently, but was again transferred to Delhi. Giri died suddenly in 1967, following
a heart attack.
K. Muthiah was shaped as a Communist by the student movement of Annamalai
University. He was a member of the editorial group in 1947 and was imprisoned
in 1948. From 1951 till the split in the Communist Party, Muthiah served on
the editorial board of Janasakthi.. He is now one of the leading figures in Tamil
Nadu of the Communist Party (Marxist).
M. Narayanan was one of the youngsters who came to the party in the early
fifties. He was an artist and a painter. Within a very short time after becoming a
full t/me worker, he developed differences with the party leadership, and, as a
result, was sent away. He is working at present as a teacher.
Singai P. Srinivasan was a member of the editorial group in 1951. He is
currently working in the Soviet Nadu office in Madras.
G. Alavandar was a government servant who secretly maintained relations with
the Communist Party during 1947-48. He was arrested in 1948 in the under-
ground quarters of the provincial committee of the party. Subjected to police
violence while he was in remand, he fought back by going on a fast that extended
to 28 days. After his release in 1950, Alavandar became publisher of Janasakthi.
Later he joined Soviet Nadu in Delhi and currently is serving in that journal's
office in Madras. He too has translated several works.
R. Krishnaiya, a lawyer by training, left his profession to become a Communist.
He was a member of the editorial group in 1951. Differing with the party leader-
ship, he went away to work in Soviet Nadu in Delhi and Madras. He now lives
with his family in Moscow, serving as a translator.
Mugavai Rajamanickam, an artist, was a member of the Janasakthi editorial
group in 1951. He left the journal following differences with the leadership and
went over to the film world as a freelance writer. He worked very hard to put into
shape the Progressive Writers' Association and the New Arts Movement in
Madras. At present he is in the ruling Congress Party.
I. Mayandi Bharati who had been imprisoned in the Thirunelveli Conspiracy
Case, and S, Venkateswaran, a new comrade from Coimbatore, were included in
the agit-prop unit subsequently.
4Iyengar was one of the founders of the Communist movement in Tamil
Nadu. He has dedicated his life to the Communist Party and the trade union
movement. One of the leading figures of the All-India Trade Union Congress,
he is still active as the president of the Madras Harbour Workers Union. Not